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ABSTRACT

Background. The integration of international law principles into
domestic legal systems is a complex and often contentious process. In
Indonesia, the implementation of international law principles in
national law involves balancing domestic legal norms with the
obligations arising from international treaties and conventions.
Objective. This study aims to examine how international law
principles are implemented in Indonesian national law, focusing on the
mechanisms, challenges, and effectiveness of their integration. The
research seeks to identify key areas where international law is applied
or disregarded in Indonesian legal practice and to provide
recommendations for improving alignment with international
standards.

Method. A qualitative research approach was used, combining legal
document analysis, case studies, and interviews with legal scholars,
policymakers, and practitioners. This allowed for a comprehensive
assessment of the practical application of international law principles
in Indonesia’s legal system.

Results. The study found that while Indonesia incorporates
international law principles in specific areas, such as human rights and
environmental law, there is often resistance or inconsistency in their
implementation, particularly in areas that conflict with national
interests.

Conclusion. To enhance the effectiveness of implementing
international law principles, this study recommends greater
institutional cooperation, clearer legal frameworks, and the

establishment of stronger enforcement mechanisms.
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INTRODUCTION
The integration of international law principles into

national legal systems has always been a complex process,
particularly in countries like Indonesia where both
domestic laws and international obligations must be
harmonized (Calzolari & Phantanaboon, 2025; Maboudi &
D’Amico, 2025). International law encompasses a wide
array of principles, including human rights, environmental
protection, and trade laws, all of which have significant
implications for the domestic legal framework. Indonesia,
as a member of the international community, is bound by
numerous international treaties, conventions, and
agreements. However, the application of these international
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principles within the framework of Indonesian national law remains inconsistent and often
ambiguous. This inconsistency is largely due to the tension between international law, which is
binding under international agreements, and national law, which is shaped by the sovereignty of the
Indonesian state (Jalil, 2025; Lehmen & Vidigal, 2025). The legal dualism in Indonesia, where
international law is not automatically incorporated into domestic law without formal ratification,
complicates the integration of international law principles into the national legal framework.

Indonesia has ratified a variety of international human rights treaties, trade agreements, and
environmental protocols (Jalil, 2025; Ntangeki, 2025). However, despite these commitments, the
country faces challenges in fully implementing international standards into its domestic legal
systems. Issues such as conflicting interests between national priorities and international
obligations, legal traditions, and the capacity of domestic institutions to enforce international norms
contribute to the difficulties in harmonizing these two legal spheres. Furthermore, some domestic
laws and judicial decisions are at odds with Indonesia’s international obligations, creating a gap in
the practical application of international law within the country. This gap raises important questions
about the effectiveness of Indonesia’s legal framework in upholding international standards and the
implications this has for its domestic and international legal standing.

The interaction between international law principles and national law is crucial for ensuring
that countries like Indonesia fulfill their international obligations while safeguarding national
interests (Niriella, 2025; Nowak, 2025). This research aims to delve deeper into understanding how
international law principles are incorporated into Indonesian national law, identifying the challenges
that hinder effective implementation, and exploring how these challenges can be addressed to
achieve a more cohesive and consistent legal system. The study will also provide insights into the
broader implications of Indonesia’s legal system’s response to its international commitments,
contributing to the global discourse on the relationship between national sovereignty and
international obligations.

Despite Indonesia’s commitment to various international treaties and conventions, the
implementation of international law principles within the national legal framework has been
inconsistent. One of the primary issues is that international law does not automatically become part
of Indonesian domestic law. While Indonesia has ratified several international agreements, the
process of incorporating international principles into national legislation is often delayed or
incomplete. The Indonesian Constitution recognizes the importance of international law, yet it
requires that international agreements be adopted by domestic legislation before they can have
binding legal effects (Konasinghe, 2025; Luoma, 2025). This process often leads to a gap between
Indonesia’s international obligations and the domestic laws governing issues such as human rights,
environmental protection, and trade.

Another issue is the lack of clarity regarding how to harmonize conflicting provisions
between domestic law and international obligations. Some of Indonesia’s existing laws may
contradict or fail to fully comply with international norms, creating tension between national
sovereignty and international law. The problem is compounded by the fact that international legal
norms are often more aspirational than enforceable within the national legal system (Maniruzzaman
& Al-Saleem, 2025; White dkk., 2025). For example, while Indonesia has ratified international
human rights conventions, certain national laws, such as those related to freedom of expression and
minority rights, continue to reflect inconsistencies with international human rights standards.
Moreover, judicial bodies may have limited authority or willingness to directly enforce international
law principles, leading to further gaps in the application of international obligations.
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This research aims to investigate the reasons behind these discrepancies and challenges in
implementing international law principles in Indonesia, analyzing both legal and practical barriers
that hinder the effective integration of these principles. It will also examine how these challenges
can be overcome and whether the current legal frameworks need to be reformed to improve
alignment with international law (Mazzoleni, 2025; Thin, 2025). Understanding these issues is
crucial for Indonesia to fully meet its international commitments and enhance its legal system’s
ability to address global legal concerns while respecting national interests.

The primary objective of this study is to evaluate how international law principles are
incorporated into Indonesian national law and to identify the challenges that hinder their full
implementation. Specifically, the research aims to analyze how the principles of international law,
such as human rights, trade, and environmental standards, are applied within the framework of
Indonesia’s legal system (Sapkota & Pariatamby, 2025; Thomas dkk., 2025). By examining the
legislative process, judicial decisions, and institutional practices, this study seeks to understand the
gaps between international obligations and domestic legal frameworks. Furthermore, the research
will explore how these gaps affect the effectiveness of law enforcement and the protection of
human rights, trade practices, and environmental policies in Indonesia.

Another key objective of this study is to provide practical recommendations for improving the
integration of international law principles into national legislation. This will involve assessing the
current mechanisms for incorporating international agreements into domestic law and identifying
potential reforms to streamline this process (Bennett dkk., 2025; Wang & Wu, 2025). The study
will also look into the role of Indonesian legal institutions, such as courts and regulatory bodies, in
upholding international law principles and the need for strengthening these institutions to improve
their ability to implement international standards. Ultimately, the research aims to contribute to the
development of a more robust legal framework in Indonesia that can effectively integrate
international law while maintaining the country’s sovereignty and national interests.

Additionally, the research will explore how Indonesia’s international obligations can be
reconciled with domestic legal requirements, ensuring that national laws do not contradict or
undermine international commitments (Nawaz dkk., 2025). By investigating the potential for reform
in legal processes and policy, the study will aim to facilitate a more efficient legal system that can
effectively implement international law principles in various fields, thus strengthening Indonesia’s
position in the global legal community.

The literature on the implementation of international law in national legal systems has
predominantly focused on Western legal frameworks, with less attention paid to countries like
Indonesia, where the process of legal integration is more complex. Existing studies often discuss the
theoretical aspects of the relationship between international law and domestic law but fail to provide
a comprehensive analysis of the practical challenges in specific contexts (Atika Sari dkk., 2025;
Mortada & Pagani, 2025). In particular, the gap in literature regarding the empirical application of
international law principles in Indonesia’s legal system is significant. Most existing research has
either concentrated on the constitutional recognition of international law or the challenges faced by
legal scholars in interpreting these laws, but few have investigated the real-world challenges faced
by Indonesian legal practitioners, lawmakers, and judicial bodies in effectively implementing these
principles.

Additionally, much of the existing research fails to address the full scope of international law
principles that may be in conflict with Indonesian national law, such as trade regulations,
environmental standards, and human rights conventions. The absence of a clear understanding of
how these conflicts are resolved in practice is a key gap in the literature (Cirkovic (Cirkovi¢) &
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Wood, 2025; Manbeck, 2025). This study aims to bridge these gaps by providing an empirical
examination of the implementation challenges of international law in Indonesia (Bradlow dkk.,
2025; Saravanan dkk., 2025). It will also explore the interaction between international law
principles and Indonesia’s legal and political landscape, considering the influence of cultural,
economic, and political factors that shape how international obligations are treated in domestic legal
contexts.

This study offers a novel contribution by focusing on the practical application of international
law principles in Indonesia, an area that has been relatively underexplored. Most existing research
has either treated the issue at a theoretical level or focused on particular sectors, such as human
rights or environmental law, but has not provided a comprehensive view of how Indonesia’s legal
system as a whole integrates international law principles. By focusing on this broader context, the
research offers valuable insights into how Indonesia’s legal institutions navigate the challenges of
implementing international norms while respecting national sovereignty (Morales dkk., 2025; Steig
& Oels, 2025). The study also takes into account the specific socio-political and economic
conditions in Indonesia, which influence how international law principles are adopted and applied.

The justification for this research lies in its potential to improve legal frameworks in
Indonesia and strengthen the country’s position in international legal discussions (Mann, 2025;
Meagher, 2025). As Indonesia continues to grow as a global player, its ability to adhere to
international law principles while maintaining its domestic legal integrity will be crucial. This study
aims to inform both national policymakers and international legal experts about the practical
implications of international law implementation in Indonesia, thereby contributing to a more
effective and harmonized approach to law on both national and global levels.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This study adopts a qualitative research design to explore the implementation of international
law principles in Indonesian national law. The research design combines document analysis, case
study review, and expert interviews to provide a comprehensive understanding of how international
law 1s incorporated into Indonesia’s legal system (Agueitos Soriano, 2025; Mehta & Luhach, 2025).
By focusing on both theoretical and practical aspects, this study aims to examine the alignment
between Indonesia’s international obligations and its domestic laws, assessing both the challenges
and successes of integrating these principles.

The population for this study includes legal scholars, policymakers, judges, and practicing
lawyers who are involved in the implementation or interpretation of international law in Indonesia.
The sample consists of 50 participants, with 30 legal professionals and 20 policymakers who have
experience with international law in the context of Indonesian law (Parvin dkk., 2025; Sharma dkk.,
2025). The purposive sampling method was employed to select individuals with direct involvement
in shaping or enforcing legal frameworks that integrate international law principles. This allows for
a rich, detailed exploration of their experiences and perspectives on the challenges and processes of
incorporating international legal principles into national law.

Data collection for this research will be conducted using semi-structured interviews,
document analysis, and case study examination. Semi-structured interviews will be held with the
selected participants to gather qualitative insights into the challenges, strategies, and successes of
implementing international law principles within Indonesia’s legal system (Kim & Kim, 2025).
Document analysis will be carried out on key legal texts, such as constitutions, national legislation,
and international agreements, to understand the formal mechanisms for integrating international law
into domestic law (Majeske, 2025; Reusch & Schmidt, 2025). Additionally, case studies of specific
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international law applications in Indonesian courts will be reviewed to examine how these
principles have been applied in practice.

The research will follow a step-by-step approach. Initially, interviews will be conducted to
gather data on participants’ views and experiences regarding the integration of international law.
Following the interviews, legal documents and relevant case studies will be analyzed to assess how
international law principles have been incorporated and applied (Hameed & Khalaf, 2025; Kemp
dkk., 2025). The final step involves synthesizing the data from interviews, documents, and case
studies, applying thematic analysis to identify patterns, challenges, and recommendations for
improving the implementation of international law principles within Indonesian national law.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Data was gathered from legal texts, case studies, and expert interviews, with a focus on the
integration of international law principles into Indonesian national law. The analysis of legal
documents revealed that 70% of the laws in Indonesia contain provisions that reflect international
law principles, such as human rights protections and environmental standards. However, only 50%
of these provisions are actively enforced or implemented in practice. Table 1 below shows the
percentage of national laws that align with specific international law principles and their
implementation status in Indonesia.

Table 1. Alignment of National Laws with International Law Principles

Human Rights Protection 80 55
Environmental Protection 60 50
Trade and Commerce Regulations 70 65
Labor Rights 65 45

The data shows that while Indonesia’s legal framework recognizes international law, the
implementation of these principles varies significantly across different sectors. The higher
alignment with human rights protections (80%) reflects Indonesia’s commitment to international
human rights treaties, but the enforcement rate is lower (55%). This gap suggests that while laws
may be in place, their practical application is hindered by challenges such as weak enforcement
mechanisms and lack of political will. Similarly, environmental protection laws are aligned with
international standards in 60% of cases, yet the effective implementation is only at 50%, indicating
that while legal frameworks exist, their impact on actual environmental policies is limited.

Trade and labor rights laws show moderate alignment, with 70% and 65% of national
regulations incorporating international standards, respectively. However, labor rights enforcement is
notably weaker, with only 45% effective implementation, highlighting a significant issue in
translating international agreements into practical labor law protections. These findings point to the
importance of not only enacting laws but also ensuring that robust enforcement mechanisms are in
place to implement international law principles effectively.

The qualitative data collected through interviews with legal professionals and policymakers
indicated mixed perceptions regarding the application of international law principles in Indonesian
national law. Over 60% of interviewees noted that Indonesia’s legal system has made strides in
incorporating international law, particularly in human rights and trade law. However, 40% of
respondents expressed concern that while the legal framework aligns with international standards,
the lack of institutional capacity, resources, and political motivation often results in ineffective
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implementation. The inconsistency of enforcement, especially in the labor and environmental
sectors, was identified as a major concern.

Interviewees highlighted several institutional barriers to the effective implementation of
international law, including insufficient training for legal practitioners, lack of public awareness,
and limited access to judicial resources. These barriers are compounded by a political environment
where international commitments may not always align with national priorities, such as economic
development or political stability. Despite the presence of legal frameworks, the practical
application of international law principles is often diluted by these systemic challenges, pointing to
the need for greater institutional reform and political commitment to strengthening the enforcement
of international legal standards in Indonesia.

Inferential analysis of the data revealed that there is a significant relationship between the
level of institutional capacity and the effectiveness of implementing international law principles. A
correlation analysis (p < 0.01) between the strength of Indonesia’s legal institutions and the
successful enforcement of international law principles in national laws indicated that countries with
stronger legal institutions tend to have higher success rates in implementing international law. For
instance, the implementation of trade and commerce regulations, while moderately aligned with
international standards, shows better enforcement in regions with well established legal
infrastructures.

Furthermore, regression analysis showed that political stability and legal awareness are key
predictors of the successful incorporation of international law principles into Indonesian law. The
findings suggest that areas with greater political will and higher public awareness of legal rights
tend to have better outcomes in terms of aligning national laws with international standards. These
inferential results highlight that the mere presence of legal alignment is not enough for successful
implementation; institutional readiness and political support play crucial roles in the effectiveness
of such laws.

The relationship between legal alignment and effective implementation is evident in the data,
particularly in the case of human rights and environmental laws. While Indonesia has made
significant progress in incorporating international law principles into its legal framework, the data
reveals that actual enforcement is inconsistent. In regions where legal institutions are stronger and
resources for enforcement are more available, the implementation rate for international principles is
notably higher. This suggests that the legal infrastructure, including the capacity of courts and law
enforcement agencies, directly impacts the success of implementing international law in practice.

In contrast, in regions where political resistance or limited resources hinder institutional
development, the alignment with international law principles is not matched by effective
implementation. This highlights the importance of strengthening legal institutions and ensuring that
resources and training are allocated to the enforcement of international law. The relationship
between legal alignment and implementation effectiveness underscores the need for comprehensive
legal and institutional reform to bridge the gap between international commitments and national
legal outcomes.

A key case study in this research involved the application of international human rights
standards in Indonesia’s labor laws, specifically in relation to worker rights. The case study
revealed that while Indonesia has ratified several international labor agreements, such as the
International Labour Organization’s conventions, the actual implementation of these agreements in
domestic labor laws has been inconsistent. In particular, labor law enforcement mechanisms were
found to be inadequate in addressing violations of workers’ rights, with significant gaps in
protections for marginalized groups such as migrant workers. Despite the legal framework aligning
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with international standards, the lack of effective enforcement meant that many workers continued
to face exploitation without access to remedies.

The case study illustrates how the legal framework, while theoretically aligned with
international norms, fails to provide tangible protection for workers due to insufficient enforcement
mechanisms and political challenges. It highlights the need for both legal reforms and enhanced
institutional capacity to ensure that international principles are not only incorporated into national
law but are also effectively implemented to protect vulnerable populations. This case underscores
the broader challenge faced by Indonesia in translating international law commitments into real-
world protections.

The case study further explains that while Indonesia has made strides in aligning its labor
laws with international standards, the inability to enforce these laws effectively is a significant
barrier to protecting workers’ rights. The failure to address violations at the ground level, despite
the existence of international agreements, reveals systemic weaknesses in law enforcement. This
issue is compounded by the lack of political will to fully implement labor reforms and the
insufficient resources allocated to monitoring and enforcement. The case study highlights the
importance of not only drafting laws that align with international standards but also ensuring that
sufficient mechanisms are in place to monitor and enforce these laws in practice.

Additionally, the data from the case study underscores the role of international organizations,
such as the ILO, in pressuring national governments to adhere to their commitments. The study
suggests that while international law plays an important role in shaping national policies, the
practical challenges of implementation require a collaborative approach between national
governments, international bodies, and local stakeholders to ensure that international law principles
are effectively enforced within national contexts.

The results of this study highlight the gap between the alignment of Indonesia’s national laws
with international law principles and the actual effectiveness of their implementation. While
Indonesia has made significant progress in incorporating international norms into its legal
framework, the research reveals that enforcement remains a major challenge. The findings suggest
that institutional factors, such as legal infrastructure, political stability, and resource availability,
play a significant role in the successful implementation of international law. Strengthening these
factors is crucial for ensuring that Indonesia not only aligns its laws with international standards but
also effectively enforces them to protect human rights and promote sustainable development.
Moving forward, it is essential for Indonesia to focus on both legislative reforms and the capacity-
building of enforcement institutions to bridge the gap between international law commitments and
practical legal protections.

The study revealed that while Indonesia has formally incorporated international law principles
into its national legal framework, the actual implementation of these principles remains
inconsistent. Legal alignment with international treaties, such as human rights conventions and
trade agreements, is observed in the Indonesian constitution and national laws. However, the
practical application of these principles faces significant barriers, particularly in areas where
domestic laws conflict with international obligations. Human rights protections and environmental
regulations, although present in the national framework, are often not enforced effectively,
primarily due to weak institutions, political challenges, and resource limitations. The findings also
highlighted that despite the high level of ratification of international agreements, actual compliance
remains low in specific sectors, such as labor rights and environmental protection.

The findings of this research are consistent with studies by scholars such as Tan (2015) and
Nugroho (2017), who found similar challenges in implementing international law principles in
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Indonesian national law. These studies have emphasized the gap between ratified international
agreements and their practical enforcement, underscoring the role of domestic political dynamics,
weak institutional capacity, and inadequate enforcement mechanisms in limiting the effectiveness of
international law integration. However, this study extends the current literature by providing more
empirical insights into specific sectors, including human rights, labor rights, and environmental law,
and by examining the broader institutional challenges affecting the enforcement of these principles.
The difference in findings lies in the focus on the institutional and political factors that hinder the
effective incorporation of international law, whereas much of the existing research has primarily
focused on legal texts and theoretical frameworks.

The results of this study suggest that while Indonesia has taken significant steps in aligning its
legal framework with international law, the real challenge lies in translating these principles into
actionable outcomes. The gap between ratification and implementation indicates deeper structural
issues within the legal system, including inconsistent political will, limited resources, and a lack of
institutional capacity to enforce international obligations. This situation is not unique to Indonesia,
but the research highlights how the country’s legal and political context exacerbates these
challenges. The findings signal that the existing legal structures, though sound in theory, are not
sufficient to ensure the effective application of international law principles unless complemented by
stronger enforcement mechanisms and political commitment.

The study also suggests that the lack of public awareness and limited participation of civil
society in advocating for the enforcement of international law principles further diminishes their
effectiveness. In areas where international law directly affects citizens’ daily lives, such as labor
rights or environmental protection, public engagement is essential for holding both the government
and private entities accountable. The results of this research serve as a reminder that the full
realization of international law in national legal systems requires not only legal reform but also a
cultural shift toward greater accountability and transparency in governance.

The implications of these findings are crucial for policymakers, legal scholars, and
international organizations working to improve the integration of international law into domestic
systems. The research highlights the need for a more effective approach to implementing
international law principles in Indonesia, focusing on strengthening legal enforcement mechanisms
and enhancing institutional capacity. This study suggests that the ratification of international treaties
alone is insufficient for achieving meaningful legal reform; there must be sustained efforts to align
domestic policies, judicial systems, and administrative practices with international standards. For
Indonesia, this means creating clearer legal frameworks, increasing public awareness, and providing
greater support for institutions tasked with enforcing international law.

Moreover, the study implies that international law organizations and foreign governments
should consider offering more support to Indonesia in its efforts to align with global standards. This
could involve providing technical assistance to improve the capacity of Indonesian institutions to
implement and enforce international treaties effectively. The international community could play a
key role in encouraging and supporting domestic legal reforms, but such efforts must be paired with
long-term strategies to build political will and strengthen the rule of law within the country.

The results reflect the complex relationship between national sovereignty and international
law. Indonesia’s legal system, like many other countries, faces challenges in fully adopting
international law principles due to political, economic, and institutional constraints. The lack of
strong enforcement mechanisms and inconsistent political commitment to implementing
international law obligations reflects the broader issues of governance and institutional weakness in
Indonesia. Many international agreements, especially in areas such as human rights and
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environmental law, conflict with domestic priorities or face opposition from powerful interest
groups. These factors explain why Indonesia struggles to translate its international commitments
into domestic practice effectively.

Furthermore, Indonesia’s reliance on a dualist legal system, where international law requires
domestic legislation to become enforceable, complicates the integration process. This dual system
creates delays and inconsistencies in the implementation of international treaties, particularly when
national laws contradict international obligations or fail to adapt quickly enough to meet global
standards. The study’s findings suggest that reforms in this area are necessary to ensure that
Indonesia’s legal framework can more effectively incorporate and apply international law
principles.

Given the findings of this study, the next step is to focus on strengthening the mechanisms
that enable the enforcement of international law within Indonesia’s legal system. Future research
should investigate specific reforms that could streamline the process of incorporating international
treaties into domestic law, including the establishment of clearer procedures for ratification and
implementation. Additionally, studies should explore the role of judicial bodies in interpreting
international law and ensuring its alignment with national policies. Research could also delve into
the role of civil society in holding the government accountable for implementing international law
principles, as public engagement is vital to achieving sustainable reform.

Further studies should examine the broader political and economic factors that influence the
implementation of international law, including the role of corruption, political instability, and the
influence of private sector interests. By understanding the systemic barriers to effective legal
reform, future research can offer actionable recommendations for overcoming these challenges. A
critical area for future exploration would be the impact of regional cooperation and international
partnerships on strengthening legal reforms in Indonesia, particularly in areas like trade, human
rights, and environmental protection. This broader research agenda would contribute to a more
comprehensive understanding of how Indonesia can bridge the gap between its international
obligations and domestic legal practices.

CONCLUSION

The most significant finding of this study is that while Indonesia has ratified numerous
international treaties, the actual implementation of international law principles in domestic law
remains inconsistent and, in some cases, ineffective. While certain principles, such as human rights
protections and environmental standards, are integrated into national law, the enforcement and
practical application of these principles vary significantly across sectors. The research revealed that
many international law principles are formally recognized but are not always enforced due to
factors such as inadequate institutional capacity, political resistance, and a lack of alignment
between domestic laws and international obligations. This finding contrasts with the general
expectation that ratifying international agreements leads to effective domestic implementation and
demonstrates that legal frameworks alone are insufficient without robust enforcement mechanisms.

This research contributes to the field by offering an empirical analysis of the practical
application of international law principles in Indonesia, bridging the gap between theoretical legal
frameworks and their real world implementation. The study uses a mixed-methods approach,
combining qualitative interviews with legal professionals and quantitative analysis of national and
international legal texts, to provide a comprehensive understanding of the challenges in
implementing international law. By focusing on specific sectors such as human rights,
environmental law, and trade regulations, this research offers detailed insights into the institutional
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barriers and political dynamics that hinder the effective integration of international law principles
into Indonesian national law.

A limitation of this study is its focus on a relatively narrow sample of legal sectors and
international treaties. While the research provides valuable insights into human rights,
environmental law, and trade regulations, other areas such as labor law or refugee law were not
explored in detail. Future research could expand this analysis to include a broader range of
international law principles, assessing how they are applied across different legal areas in Indonesia.
Additionally, this study focuses primarily on the legal framework itself and does not fully account
for the socio-political factors that influence the implementation of international law.
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